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the best bed room. We had 16 to dinner at 6, and eighteen to supper at
10, none of your kickshaws but regular ham and turkey, and all this
splendid succession of victualing administered by one maid and a hired
waiter to whom Charles graciously condescended to give a little aid.
These kind simple people are worth a million of money I daresay and
keep 1100 girls working in their factory at thread. I saw the girls, and
healthy, jolly, kindly girls they looked. All with good characters, so says
Mr. Peter Coats, and why should I doubt about noo virgins? ...

W. M. T.

49.                           TO MRS. ELLIOT

6 DECEMBER 1856

Lambert Catalogue, pp. 59-60. Eight pages, lamo. Thackeray "devotes three
pages to a description of his aged mother and querulous stepfather, another to a
humorous idea of a funeral pile for Mrs, Elliot."

Hull, Saturday, 6 December

... I am glad I am roaming about, and seeing new people, and new
aspects of the world. This is a mean ugly petty place but there's very
good company in it. The ceremony dinner of 20 was awfully bad to
be sure and John upset a glass of Port accurately into my sleeve, but
the dinner of leg of mutton with Dr. Cooper (Sir Henry Cooper he is
called, having been mayor and knighted last year) was pleasant, and
there was a very pleasant and well educated Jew, who has some J20
port which we are going to drink on Sunday ...

W. M. T.

50.          TO MRS. ELLIOT AND KATE PERRY

DECEMBER 1856

Lambert Catalogue, p. 60.  One page, 12010.

... With the deepest grief I take my new scissors and cut out [of]
my paper at breakfast the following awful SMASHER for yours truly,
[Clipping] I am picked up again, however, wiped dean and set on my
feet by the Bradford paper. [Cliffling] But the Manchester paper has
the most luminous and elegant account of all. [Clipfmg] ...